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MI Sol ON NU125TRA SKNDRA. uZL  oOOORRO 
Socorro, El Paso County, Texas. 

^^?S*.f?HS^:  Catholic Church; Bishop A.J, Schuler, SI Paso, Texas, 

^*®^^.J^®Hil9.n:  Original Mission founded in 1680; present 
building built in 1840. 

Archit ec t:  Unknown 

guilder: Unknown ' '• 

P^sent_ Condition;  Good -.-.._ 

Number_of* Stories:  One 

M9„*^^^.J?X.Pi^^sA^^A°£.:  Adobe, plaster, eottonwood and cypress. 

P_^J^^EJ^AtiM. ?i®?l>£$£}     Various records of the Catholic Church 
Bishop A..T, Schuler, El Paso, Texas. 
Father D'Corme, Mission Nuestra Senora 
del Socoorro, Socorro, Texas. 

Aji^UonjalJ>r^.: 

The following historical data is mounted and framed 
and hangs in the apse of the mission: 

"Mission of Socorro, Texas. 250 years old. The oldest 
settlement of southwest. 

1. This Mission of Socorro was founded in the fall of 
1680 by Piros Indians, refugees of old Socorro, New Mexico and 
by their father Fr. Antonio Guerra. 

2. This ple.ee is the oldest pormanant settlement of 
Texas, and of all southwest, the first of California dating from 
1769, Nacogdoches from 1715, 8?m Antonio from 1718, Goliad from 
1722, those of New Mexico being interrupted from 1630 to 1692, 
those of xsleta from 1682, that of San Klcearic from 1773. 

3. The Population of Socorro in 1750 was 498 Flros 
Indians and only 54 Spaniards, vrhile Ysleta has 199 Tijuas India] 
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-And  197 Snainards;   so Soeorro "'as  the most  prosperous  town of 
the v 13 ey* 

-I.   The permanent  church building way probably built 
after 169% y/hen Captain Diepo de Vargas  crossed  through   socorro 
to reconquer New Mexico.  This building was  unfortunately vrsshed 
avray by a   flood   about  1830 77hen  tho river changed  its bed'and 
left  the  town  this side  in United States. 

5. The present   church '"as  rebuilt half a mile- "rest 
o.C the old,  but  rath   saj.no  design and  sane roof timbers,   the i7ork 
being completed  in 19A0 -ind  blessed by Fr.   Andres  do Jasus Ccmoc/io, 
pastor of El Paso,   on first of ^rust of 1843. 

6. The adobe wails were nine feet wide,   so  that   tv/o 
men  could  cross  T

TI th   their loaded rheel barrows  carrying over it 
mud and nateriois.   The sise was  afterwards  reduced  for plastering 
and   shrines added  on   the sides, 

7. The pirns Indians of Socorro were famous hunters 
and used  to so  yearly ;:untiiir; deer and ant Hopes  to Diablo ICount- 
ains  and Guodalupe Liountelns on  the PecoG Hiver.   The meat was cut 
in  thin string  and dried  for all season.   But  they soon lost  their 
personality of Indians and language raiding  freely with   >peniards» 
Presently not a  score ere toiovm as Trije Indians. 

8. //hen Presidio of  Ssn Ulceario was built  in 1773s 
.ioecrro lo^t its   importance as  frontier town and first stopping 
place  for merchants coining fron south.   Both ceased to wrotf ivhen 
the river changed  its bed  and the hirhv/ay went direct  to ^1 Paso. 
The church x-ns built   as a  fort  and refuge in case  of Apaches  inroad. 
A Isrgo patio ^ith  strong adobe  fence 7/ould help  the d^f^ndors. 
The case was not imaginary.   From years  1971-1778 the governor- of 
New Vizcaya listed 1,963 persons  killed,  155  taken prisor.or",   113 
hociendas and ranches  destroyed and 58,873 head  of cattle stolon 
by apaches   in  the  province. 

The life of old days  in Socorro v/as h'-rppy.   Tne 
irrigation ditch they opened with the Ysletans provided  abundantly 
the  crops of corn,   wheat,   sweet potatoes,   chili   beans and vegetables, 
Itech  family had.  its heards of cows, horses,   yoets  and she^p  erasing 
freely in  the public  lands of the hills.   The river had plenty of 
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fish end game  shimming- in the gv/amps.   In  the holy dsys firevrorks, 
dan f; ■■:■!.   music  <md reli -:' ■■- ■   e--j :/J.!OS attracted all the poor*?*? of 
the volley.   The feasts of L« Purislma and  San Miguel viere, boiotoroun* 

9,   3i'x of   the  old padres  peintlnys brought from 
aoye Mexican con van t ecr,  etill he seen in  the rectory. 

10. The nevr cbnrov  '/.no  dedicated  to  the Innrurulyte 
Conception,   but the Archangel 3t.  Mich sol vjas  hopt as  secondary 
in  the aide Ghrine,. : 

11. The statue of St.  hltchee]   ('.ihich replaces noyj- 
the ol/i  neintin?-:  of the old  padrod)   ims  it;j ov\ni history*   It is 
ssid that.,   v;hon carried  in an oi cart  frov:? &&:zi co  to 3ocorro>   New 
Key.ico,   the Yj;v.~or   otopped hexe^  en.6  three  teaiii;',  of stronr-' oxen  could 
not haul it  farther.   They 3till  shovr the ruins  of o  little  chapel 
built in t!"!C  pLiO-o vrhoro it  ntoppel.   The peoole of  this place bought 
the statue,   since  femouo  in  the  little  town. 

IS.   In   :he Ply cotton treen,   hdch  used   to bt around 
the chucch.   8ever'U. inerhbero"  of the   3rme6   expedition  sent  to Eisnert 
the sovereignty of  the Roonblic  of Terns  on the valley,  were hanged 
in  the  yeer of 18^1. 

13. The control of the ploce by the first American 
poldierr;,  brinyhnn the flag of U. 3.   caine -i fov; yearn  Inter,   after 
the- brittle of 3r*.izitoo on Ohri.etny.3  hey,   184(5. 

14. In 186B Socorro cecood to helonr  to Mohican Diocese 
of Durrmyo  ^nd hoco^o ;i nart  of  the  a^erican. Yicariote-hpostolic  of 
Tucson,   thoir-b   the  ri rst Merxoan priest ihr.   0115 vier Ruellan only 
tooh po^oo:;ehon in June  13?;% 

15. In the 31et   ,7ar of San Elivirio,   IB??,   Fr.   Bourgado, 
the Prient of  Secorro,   tooh  the *ide of  the rangers  >ifwiTn-it Cordini 
<md  Fr.   Borrcjo.   <i   f^nouB Spnni^h pastor of the v.?.lley  -'/ho  succeeded 
the  last Dears in   1351.   Fr. ;.Bour^do in hi^y 1385 v/as  appointed Vicar-. 
A.'Ostolie  of Arizon."  and in %sy,   1307 vrats first  Bishop of  Tuscon." 

Thiii minion v/ith its  soft,   vrfiito  exterior trails, 
regains  the outstanding  example of  Spanish Minion architecture 
with definite Indian detail  and influence.   Its   "11" olan,   its 
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noavy,  r?.a'3oivo   ■:■.;? obs   :'78lir.:,   its b  -~- - ic?   cei7.1r;g  treatment ;?i th 
colored  rj"i::rj.gn3 -r^kor; tnin rair.oiou one of  ths mouGt  outstanding 
of  t'r.o 3tote,   and certainly t:;o most   ch^rr-^n^ o^  the nicaions 
j/*   fie t%"\  pa so  ar03» 

autp.cr: 
Bartl 

Dal'S: __J^£l?j£L zoj  \V-5e>t 

T) -> ?.t 
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